
STUDENTS          Regulation 2540 

 

Student Academic Achievement 

 

Early Graduation 

 

The Benton County R-I Board of Education realizes that some students can meet the credit 

requirements for graduation by the end of their seventh semester.  However, the District requires 

eight semesters of attendance to meet graduation requirements.  For those students who have met 

the credit requirements, but would like to meet the attendance requirement through post high school 

studies, the following guidelines must be met. 

 

1. The application for a mid-semester early out must be made between the time of twelfth 

(12th) grade enrollment and the first business day of December. 

 

2. The applicant shall have met the graduation requirements, as listed in the board policies, by 

the end of the seventh (7th) semester. 

 

3. The applicant must show evidence of one of the following:  1) Enrollment in a post high 

school vocational, college program as a full-time student twelve (12) semester hours or 

more;  2) Military enlistment by the end of the seventh (7th) semester; 3) Gainful 

employment. 

 

Those students wishing to attend a post high school program half a day throughout the entire school 

year, must meet the following: 

 

1. The application for an all-year early out must be made by the end of their Junior year.  (No 

later than the last day of school.) 

 

2. The applicant shall be able to meet the graduation requirements, as listed in the Board 

policies, by the end of the eighth (8th) semester. 

 

3. The applicant must enroll for four (4) periods per semester in the high school program and 

show evidence of having enrolled in a post high school vocational or college program as a 

part-time student (six (6) semester hours or more) by the start of the school year. 

 

A high school diploma will be issued by the Benton County R-I Schools upon completion of the 

requirements as outlined in this policy. 

 

If for some reason the applicant does not complete the requirements outlined in this policy, he/she 

must return to the high school and complete the attendance requirements as well as pass the courses 

enrolled in to receive a high school diploma. 
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